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CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE SELECTION OF PAPERS FOR CONGRESS. 
To the Editors of the “ Monthly Homeopathic Review.” 


GENTLEMEN,—I cannot forbear writing to you to express 
my astonishment that such a paper as the one read by Dr. 
Clarke should have been permitted to be read at such a Con- 
gress as our last. How could any one think that a paper of 
that nature could be anything else but a stigma to the 
escutcheon of homeopathy? We are taken by the regular 
practitioners to be cranks, if not fools, and if such a doctrine 
as that propounded by Dr. Clarke is a doctrine which can go 
out as having been propounded at a Homceopathic Congress, 
there is some just cause for their opinion of us. 

May I ask you, Gentlemen, who is responsible for arranging 
for individuals to read papers at our annual Congress ? Is there 
such a thing as a committee appointed, or is there not ? Or 
does the whole lot of the Congress, as it seems to the majority 
of us provincial men especially, lie in the hands of its perma- 
nent secretary ? To allow a paper such as that was to be read 
immediately after the presidential address, says at once that 
it is the chief paper of the Congress ; consequently we can 
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only look at it that just so far as Dr. Clarke is to blame, 
equally so far are the persons that allowed him to read it. 

We provincials expect from the Homoeopathic Congresses 
to gain some further knowledge of what has been done in the 
homceopathic world by the leaders, and especially by the 
readers of papers and the physicians of such hospitals as ours 
in London. Are we to go to the expense of time, trouble and 
money to bear nothing more useful to us than the doctrine of 
signatures ? If such be the case, I, for one, shall not attend 
any more Homceopathic Congresses. I feel very deeply on this 
question, and at the Congress I stated my opinions to others, 
and I found that they were shared by the majority of the 
members of that Congress. Consequently, though you may 
take this letter in a harsh manner, still it is a question which 
cannot be burked, and which for the sake of homcopathy 
should not be burked ; we must know on whom the respon- 
sibility lies, that such a thing may not occur again. 

Southport, Yours truly, 
June 14th, 1898. ROBERT STOPFORD. 


To the Editors of the “ Monthly Homeopathic Review.” 


GENTLEMEN,—In reply to Dr. Stopford's letter in regard to 
the selection of Congress Papers, I beg to state that the 
Council met towards the end of last year, and unanimously 
made a list, in definite order, of gentkemen who were to be 
asked to contribute papers for the Congress of this year. 
Dr. Clarke's name was down among the first three. All the 
Council were present, except Dr. A. C. Clifton, who was 
unable to come. The Secretary has only one voice out of the 
seven members of Council. Had the Council resolved to ask 
for no papers, but to wait for offers, then a supervision of the 
papers might be carried out, but if a colleague is officially 
requested to write a paper, and the subject left, necessarily, to 
his own selection, it is impossible to “ sit upon ” the paper 
thus written by request. No one of any position in the pro- 
fession would submit to the possibility of his paper being 
rejected under such circumstances. Dr. Stopford will thus 
see that he is in a great mistake in supposing, as he says, 
that “ the whole lot of the Congress, as it seems to the 
majority of us provincial men especially, lies in the hands 
of its permanent secretary.” I am, besides, not the perma- 
nent secretary, but have had the honour of being annually 
appointed. When I resigned in 1894, and was honoured by 
an unanimous request to withdraw my resignation, the Coun- 
cil was appointed for the purpose of relieving me of such 
responsibility as was thought unfair to rest on the shoulders 
of one individual. I was grateful for this kind help, and I 
now accept no further responsibility than devolves on a 
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secretary who is only one of seven members of Council. 
Dr. Stopford, and the majority he refers to, have the remedy 
in their own hands. 
Iam, &c., 
D. Dyce BROWN. 


